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Ceremonial Costumes
of East Asia
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Joseon Dynasty 19t century OS2 A EoII.

The ritual robe(jebok) iR was a ceremonial
robe that officials used for state rites performed
at the Royal Ancestral Shrine and the Altar of
the Soil and Grain. During the Joseon dynasty, a
state rite was a religious and political ritual, and
ritual robe was considered the most important
among ceremonial robes.
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The clothing worn for ceremonies symbolizes the lifestyle and culture of that period during
a person’s life. There is a visual language represented by formalities and designs even in
everyday wear, while ceremonial attire additionally possesses an instrumental expression
and functionality that carries a message filled with religious spirit and culture.

Various styles of clothing exist due to geographical surroundings, ethnical or religious
differences, however there are similarities in terms of formalities and cultural values in
traditional costumes.

The exhibition, {Ceremonial Costumes of East Asia), features ceremonial attire that represent
major lifetime events in Korea, China, and Japan. Especially, this exhibition examines the time and
space of people during the Joseon period or the Chinese Qing dynasty through the costumes
worn for ceremonies, such as coming of age, weddings, funerals, and ancestral rites.

There are various systems and formalities according to the region people live in that transcends
time, however, the fact that they are important ceremonies in a lifetime makes it possible to
compare the clothing in terms of its visual and aesthetic features.
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Twelve-symbol Semiformal Robe
Worn during a Ritual for Rain
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Chinese Qing Dynasty At

At ancestral rites, the emperor and officials wore dif-
ferent colors based on the five elements according to
the subject of the ancestral rite. They wore red while
praying to the sun, sky blue for the moon, and yellow
for the land. The emperor would wear a blue dragon
robe during rituals for rain.
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In East Asia, people would add design patterns
that symbolize fortune to wedding garments
to wish good fortune for the bride and groom.
Cranes and pine trees were included as patterns
to symbolize longevity. As seen in this wedding
garment, Mount Fuji and pine tree designs are
dyed on the base fabric over which cranes are
painted. The crane’s head is embroidered in a
French knot stitch with red thread to portray the
red-crowned crane.
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